Chicago in 2012

Meeting Minutes – November 15, 2008 (Windycon 2008)

Corporation Members Present:  Dave McCarty, Raymond Cyrus, kT Fitzsimmons, Lisa Garrison-Ragsdale, Elizabeth Gilio, Jerry Gilio, Michael Kelly, Dina Krause, George Krause, Sandra Levy, Helen Montgomery, Matthew Ragsdale, Michelle Rhoades, Marah Searle-Kovacevic, Steven Silver, Bill Thomasson, Barb Van Tilburg, Tom Veal, Leane Verhulst, Alex von Thorn

Corporation Members Absent:  Gary Blog, Donald Eastlake, Jill Eastlake, Sydnie Krause, Ron Oakes, Tara Oakes, Ray Van Tilburg

1)  Elections for Board of Directors

· Jill Eastlake, Dina Krause, and Ron Oakes are all at end of their term

· Dave McCarty, Helen Montgomery, Marah Searle-Kovacevic, Steven Silver are current members of the BoD whose terms are not ending

· Jill Eastlake, Lisa Garrison-Ragsdale, Dina Krause, Ron Oakes, Leane Verhulst, and Alex von Thorn were nominated

· Jill Eastlake, Dina Krause, and Leane Verhulst were elected to the BoD

2)  Elections for Officers of the BoD

· Tom Veal re-elected unanimously for Treasurer.  There were no other nominations.

· Dave McCarty was at the end of his term as President.  Dina Krause, Dave McCarty, and Leane Verhulst were nominated for President of the BoD.  Dave McCarty was re-elected.

· Helen Montgomery was at the end of her term as Secretary.  Sondra de Jong, Helen Montgomery, and Isabel Schecter were nominated.  Sondra and Isabel declined the nominations.  Helen Montgomery was re-elected.

3)  Facilities Report

· Dina, Dave, and Raymond are on the Facilities Committee (FC).

· kT Fitzsimmons requested to join the FC.

· The FC has visited and spoken with three sites:

· Hyatt Regency Chicago (downtown)

· Hilton Chicago (aka the Hilton & Towers)

· Donald E. Stephens Convention Center and Hyatt Regency O’Hare (Rosemont)

· We have no official contracts yet

· Hyatt Regency Chicago has given us 2nd Option on Labor Day Weekend.  

· The group with the 1st Option should notify the Hyatt by early December if they are going to take it

· Starting room rates are $152/single, $159/double (will be tiered up to quad)

· August weekends are available, but are significantly higher room rates

· Hilton Chicago

· Approximately half the number of sleeping rooms as the Hyatt Regency, but equal in conference space.  Each double room has not only two beds, but two bathrooms.

· Option of working with the Palmer House Hilton as our second hotel (they have shuttle service)

· The Blackstone Hotel next door has also been renovated into a “boutique” Renaissance Hotel with approximately 300 sleeping rooms

· Two initial proposals, one for an August weekend and one for Labor Day.  The Labor Day initial rate is $179 single/double.  The August rate is higher.

· Stephens Convention Center / Hyatt Regency O’Hare (Rosemont)

· The Convention Center has 4x the space we would need, so we would take a subsection of the CC.  We would attempt to get the 2nd Floor, which has many small conference rooms in addition to the larger exhibit spaces, and also has the walkway to connect with hotels.

· The CC hosts Wizard World and Anime conventions, so they are familiar with fandom.

· Hyatt Regency O’Hare would be the main hotel.  They have 1100 rooms and function space similar to what a Regional-sized convention would use.

· No specific weekend offered from the Hyatt, but initial rate discussed is $149/night.

· There are parking issues and food issues to consider with this venue.

4)  Membership Report

5)  Financial Report

· We are doing well financially at this time.

6) Denvention Report

· We did exceptionally well at Denvention.

· Pulp Collectors

· Friends

· 4 Heroes

· Presented at the Fannish Inquisition.  The Escrow Concept with the Friends Membership received an ovation when it was explained.

· Overall, a very positive response from the members of Denvention.

Meeting Closed.

Next Meeting will be held at Capricon (February 21, 2009)

